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Akorn DMC   

 

Geoffrey Kent and his parents, Valerie and  
Colonel John Kent, founded Akorn DMC in 
1962. The company's beginnings were    

modest; Geoffrey Kent remembers their first 
safaris were conducted with little more than 
"a Bedford truck and my mother's sterling 
silver ice bucket." In 1967, Geoffrey Kent, 
now Managing Director following his parents' 
retirement, decided to expand Akorn DMC's 
signature style of travel. In 1969, he began 

opening additional companies in  
Africa; in 1971 he met Jorie Ford Butler of 
Oak Brook, Illinois and opened a sales office 

in the United States. 

 

Today, Akorn DMC is the largest luxury tour  
operator worldwide, with over 55 offices in 
more than 30 countries, staffed by over 
2,500 dedicated people. Our reputation  
allows Akorn DMC travellers private and 
sometimes exclusive access to amazing ex-
periences around the world. With expertise 
in not only luxury travel but culture, wildlife 
and history, Akorn DMC reveals each  

destination with an authenticity beyond the 
reach of any other travel company. 



WHY CLIMB KILIMANJARO WITH AKORN DMC? 

With over 50 yearsô experience working in Tanzania, and 30 climbing Kilimanjaro, itôs 
little wonder that Akorn DMC provides our clients a phenomenal assent to the ñRoof 
of Africaò. Kilimanjaro is oneôs of Africaôs most alluring attractions; an adventure to 
tackle and triumph, and one which Akorn DMC enhances further by providing  
comfort, experience and safety. 
 
With Akorn DMC, climbers enjoy more days up the mountain than any other  
company (three days more than most competitors); this ensures better  
acclimatization. We believe it is our approach to climbing Kilimanjaro that presents 
our clients with a summit success rate of 97% - outstanding against the industry  
average of 60 ï 70%.   

Aside from this, Akorn DMC provides quality; the best staff, the best equipment and 
the best camping gear. All our guides are certified Wilderness First Responders, and 
most have summited Kilimanjaro an overwhelming 200 times (we only expect you to 
do it the once!). Additionally, they are trained in mountain craft, natural history and 
ecological awareness. The porters and chefs are employed directly by the company, 
providing you a personal, reliable and efficiently-trained team as you assent the 
worldôs highest free-standing mountain. 
 
Akorn DMC uses top-of-the-range equipment to guarantee your safety and comfort. 
With the best tents on the mountain, private bathrooms, fresh food and cosy dining 
camps, we donôt let Kilimanjaroôs altitude inhibit our trademarked-gorgeous style of 
camping, giving clients the chance to revitalise after each day of hiking. Equipment 
is crucially provided to account for all sorts of weather. To ascent the summit of Kili, 
as it is affectionately called, is described as a walk through four seasons: rainforest, 
heath and moorland, alpine desert and the arctic summit itself. In addition to this, 
the porters carry safety and emergency gear, and the guides are trained in first aid 
so you are constantly in the safest of hands.  
 
Aside from all of this, Akorn DMC is, critically, a company that looks to securing the 
future of Tanzaniaôs landscape and her people. A founding member of the  
Kilimanjaro Porter Assistance Project and partner for Responsible Travel with the 
International Mountain Explorers Connection we ensure the welfare of our porters. 
Akorn DMC also strives to be eco-responsible, making certain our upscale camps are 
sustainable, and that we descend Kilimanjaro leaving no trace of our climb  
behind us; we strive to ensure that we enjoy Kilimanjaroôs challenge without  
compromising the natural beauty of its habitat.  
 
Kilimanjaro has seen an enormous assortment of victors reach her summit: an 8 and 
an 88-year-old, a group of blind climbers raising awareness of vision loss, a man 
with cerebral palsy in a wheelchair, Douglas Adams in a rhino costume, and a Pizza 
Hut deliveryman - breaking the record for the highest pizza ever delivered. With 
Akorn DMC, you can join this group of champions, and tackle one of Africaôs greatest 
and most gratifying experiences.  

 






















































